Hello and welcome to our monthly newsletter! 

Unfortunately, events got the better of me, and therefore October’s newsletter completely failed to be, and as you can probably see, November’s monthly update is somewhat late!

Reasons for this are as follows:

We are getting ready for the Christmas Season at the moment, which involves butchering and packing two steers, seven pigs, three mutton sheep and several lambs! All of this is to be ready for Friday 4th December when we will be at the South Molton Winter Wonderland evening market (for those of you who are local). On Saturday 5th we will be at the BIG Sheep Christmas Farmers Market from 9am till 1pm, and simultaneously we will be at the Victorian Christmas Fayre at Arlington Court which is on from 11am till 4pm, on both Saturday and Sunday. Hopefully, we will see some recognizable faces at the aforementioned events.

We are also at Witheridge Food and Craft Fayre on the 12th, Morchard Bishop Local Producers Market on the 13th and back at the BIG Sheep on the 19th!

Aside from all that – we are currently waiting for two of our young heifers to calve. One of which is “Baby” Belle, who is a hand-reared Jersey heifer who is very tame, and of the opinion that she is either a dog or a horse. Hence she is currently residing in the stables next to the horses! She is a very special heifer who is more of a family pet than a cow!

Also, we have a new sow arriving shortly by the name of JoJo. Our boar has met her, as he goes to his winter holiday home at this time of year to meet with some of his lady friends!, and he thinks that she is a bit of alright!! Hopefully, she will settle in here with our other sows, and proceed to produce some nice pork and bacon weaners for next year.

Our Billy goat, Pippin, has also been a very busy boy. So far he has had several visiting lady friends, with more to come. In between his visiting lady friends, he will also be spending some time with our own nanny goats.

Our hatches from this year are doing extremely well – a lot of our chickens and ducks have been sold to new homes, and quite a few of the current crop of young chickens are already spoken for, and are waiting to be picked up in the week before Christmas, as they are destined to be presents for various peoples loved ones. Our cockerels (those that are big enough) will be meeting the same fate as that of the turkeys, ducks and geese in a week or so, so there will be plenty of fresh chicken available shortly.

Since we have been so busy butchering over the last couple of days, we have fresh beef, pork, lamb and mutton, as well as soon to be made sausages and bacon. We do have a lot of pre-orders, and also as you can see from the above a lot of events over the next three weeks, so we don’t anticipate the meat hanging around too long. If you would like to order anything to be put to one side and then delivered, please email me on orders@westkidland.co.uk and I will contact you pronto to arrange delivery of your order.

Hoping that all is well with you. Providing that I am not catching up on some well-earned rest, I will endeavour to get our December newsletter out on time (i.e. between the 26th and 30th December).

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Happy 2010.

Catherine Omell

West Kidland Farm

07790 525984
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