Finally, and its about time too! Have just found five minutes to get around to letting you know what we’ve been up to this last month. (May, that is, not June! I am all too aware that I should have sent this out well over a week ago!)
This month, as with preceding months, we have had a number of new arrivals – although we were actually expecting most of them this time! No big surprises this month, which makes a nice change. 
The Chickens and Waterfowl:

We have had many youngsters hatching from both our incubators and from underneath our broody hens, as follows: 60 odd chicks of various breeds, from Buff Orpington (great big, fluffy, orange birds), to Cream Legbar (small, colourful, blue egg laying birds!). Many of these have already been sold to new homes, where they are growing rapidly, as are those that we have left. We have also hatched many ducklings and goslings. We had one particularly good duckling hatch, where we hatched 63 out of 65 eggs! Sadly, many of our goslings were stolen over one night by rats! Grrrrrrr! Having had 27 that were two days old in one of our (rat-proof) brooders, we went in one morning to feed them, and get some ready to go to a new home to discover that we only had 7 left! Suffice to say, said rats have now been thoroughly obliterated by a combination of poison, dogs and cats! We currently have many broody hens sitting on many eggs as well as the incubators running, so it looks like we could have hatched quite a number by the end of June. One of our broodys now goes by the name of Uber-Broody! She is now on her third clutch of eggs this year, having hatched 3 ducklings on the 28th of January and 13 chicks on the 10th March. She managed to rear both sets until she decided that they were big enough to look after themselves, and each time has had herself a little rest, and then promptly gone broody again! Amazing!
The Pigs:
JoJo, our newest sow, finally gave way and produced 11 piglets. Sadly, one of the eleven was born stillborn, and JoJo obviously decided that three of the remaining bunch were not up to much, and she squashed them. Happily, the remaining seven are thriving and enjoying lots of milk from their mother. Pig, one of our other sows, is due to farrow at the end of June / beginning of July, so we will keep you informed. 

The Sheep:
One of our remaining Lincoln ewes that we got bored with looking at inside, so put her out with the others, promptly lambed outdoors with (fortunately) no detrimental effects, and has actually produced a lovely looking, very cheeky ram lamb, who spends most of his time thoroughly winding up the dogs! We still have a number being bottle fed, although they are very nearly weaned. Personal favourites are Noddy and Big Ears (brothers, and two of three), OddJob (mule lamb, who really shouldn’t have been born), and Spot (one half of twins). We also have poorly Tina the Tetanus lamb, who should not really be alive, as survival of lambs infected with tetanus is about 5%. However, we had a lovely girl staying for a couple of weeks, who more or less single handedly managed to persuade Tina to stay alive and eat! Hence, she is improving every day, but we still have quite a way to go!
The Cows:
Our cows have all behaved very well this month, and we are still waiting for a bit more grass to grow for them. Coco is slowly putting on weight on what little grass we have, which is nice as she is next in line to go to the abattoir. We haven’t had any unexpected calves this month, and we are not expecting any till late June now! Charlie is also a very happy bull, as he has some visiting lady friends to keep him entertained!
The Goats:
Ginger, our very ancient nanny, produced twins on the 20th May. They are now called Cassius and Claude and are very cheeky indeed, and appeared in the North Devon Journal at the beginning of June! We had to bottle feed them for a week or so, until we managed to milk enough out of Ginger so that her boobs were no longer dragging on the floor – the poor boys couldn’t work out how to get that low down! This will most likely be Gingers last birth as she really is getting on a bit now! However, brilliant that the last one is a lovely pair of boys! 

That about covers it – during June, we will be (or have been) at the following events:

Arlington Court Country Skills day on June 1st, Hartland Farmers Market on June 6th, Morchard Bishop on the 12th, Killerton  House on the 19th, South Molton Summer Fair on the 20th and St. Johns Fayre in Witheridge on the 26th. Hopefully, we’ll see some of you at some of the above!

Here’s to a lovely, hopefully warm and sunny Summer.

Until next month…….
