January Update 2011 – Late Again! What a Surprise!
Well, January is normally a fairly dull month here, as we spend most of the month recovering after Christmas, and then thinking forward to the beginning of the breeding season.

However, this month has been rather less dull than others. 
We haven’t managed to repeat last year’s feat of hatching ducklings at the end of the month, as the duckies only started laying a couple of weeks ago. Also the inclement weather has rather prevented most of our chickens from laying, let alone thinking about going broody! However, we have had a litter of piglets, and the birth of a calf (although he was born on the 1st February, so not strictly January! – call it poetic license.)

JoJo is a very proud mother of 9 lovely little black squirmers – they are extremely cute for the first few weeks of their little lives. So far, she is doing a very good job of rearing them, so we are keeping our fingers crossed. Happily, she is a very heavily milking sow, so they get a really good start in life. 

Elsa’s piglets have now been weaned, as they are really rather large, and were getting too big to be sharing a pen with their mother. Also, she was getting a little upset at being pounded by nine hungry mouths five times a day. She is now recovering and drying up before she goes back outside to join the other sows. We’ll give her a month or so to regain the weight that she lost while feeding her babies, then she will go to see Boris (our Boar), and hopefully in the not-too-distant, we will have some more Dalmatian piglets.

Our chickens are now considerably happier that the weather has improved slightly, and have really picked up on the egg production (we have green eggs, blue eggs, greeny-brown eggs, brown eggs, pink eggs and white eggs – how’s that for a mixture). All of the young birds are growing on nicely, and a good few will be going to auction in the near future. Our breeders have been enjoying their winter holiday all mixed in together, but will have to be returned to their individual breeding pens soon so that when the hens start laying, there is no danger of the eggs having been fertilized by the wrong cockerel. So, hopefully towards the middle of April, we will be hatching Orpingtons (Buff, Blue, Black and Gold-Laced), Marans (Cuckoo, Copper Blue, Copper Black and Wheaten), Brahmas (Gold, Dark, Black, Blue), Light Sussex, Indian Game, and Cream Legbar.

Our duckies and geese are also enjoying winter holidays with all of their friends, to last just one more week, before they too are split into their breeding groups. Hopefully, the geese will follow the example set by the ducks, and start laying eggs soon. Thus will follow many ducklings and goslings.

The cows are coming to the end of their indoor stay. If the weather stays warm, and hopefully a little drier, then they will be moving back outside. However, one who maybe won’t be is Dorothy (2009 born), who gave birth to a very cute Dun bull calf on the 1st February. That means that the Dun gene has skipped a generation and manifested itself in the great-grandchild (so to speak). Dorothy’s mother is Daisy who is black, but Daisy’s mother is Peewit who is a Dun. So far, Dorothys’ calf is nameless, but will no doubt be landed with a startling moniker by one of our volunteers when we play the name game. The only thing that is for certain is that his name will start with an F. However, since our current volunteers are from France, Croatia and the UK, the Lord only knows what name he might be saddled with!!!!!
The sheep are still milling about in the fields, gradually getting larger as they have all been seen to now by the rams (or at least the boys have had a good go). Since we don’t really worry about scanning, until the lambs are born, we won’t know what to expect. Makes it so much more interesting.

So, roll on February and March. No doubt at the end of this month, I will have considerably more births to report! Several of the cows are gradually getting larger (rounder), particularly Daisy who looks like she may well follow her daughters’ example any day now!

Have a great February.

Catherine.
