I know, I know – late again, but what a month!!

I hope that the adverse weather at the start of the month did not inconvenience you too much. Here it was a challenge, as all bar one of our water pipes was frozen, house included! The only reason we had one still working is that it’s a bit leaky, so was on a constant drip – blessing in disguise, as it happens.

Our poor chickens didn’t have a clue what to do with the heavy snow. Those that remembered last years snow flatly refused to leave their houses, and spent many an hour sat in the doorway looking out. Our younger birds didn’t know what to do after they had run out of their house on the first morning of heavy snow and promptly got stuck! Having rescued them and returned them to their respective houses, some were a bit daft and repeated the exercise! Honestly, I sometimes wonder about their brain power! 

Our broody hen that I told you about last month - set on duck eggs on December 31st, sat tight throughout the cold spell. We had come to the conclusion that the severe drop in outside temperature must have affected the eggs’ ability to develop whilst being incubated, but it would appear that we were very wrong. Much to our surprise, said hen now has three healthy little ducklings! Admittedly, they did hatch a day or two later than we expected, so I think that this delay is possibly due to the cold weather at the beginning of their development. We are now looking forward to the next stage in their development, which is when they meet their first bowl of water. It really is quite funny to watch, as they do take to it (literally) like “ducks to water”, whilst their “mother” runs about looking very distressed as she is certain that her babies are going to drown! Happily, most of the broodys that we use to hatch ducklings soon get used to the fact that their babies are irrationally drawn to all things aquatic. Either that or we have a number of seriously psychologically disturbed hens roaming around.

We had a really rather unexpected gift during all the snow at the beginning of the month – we had a calf that we were not expecting at all. Peewit, our eldest cow – she is nearly fifteen – has not calved for the last two years, until the beginning of January. On entering the shed one morning, we discovered a very small and very cold calf in among all the other cows, plus the bull and the older calves. As no particular cow was claiming said calf, we let them all out into their corral, and lo and behold, Peewit remained behind. On closer inspection, we discovered that she had very full udders, and it was in fact hers! Had Peewit not always been so rotund (she resembles a barrel with four small legs poking out the bottom), it may have been a little easier for us to deduce that she was in fact pregnant in the first place. So, we then relocated Peewit and her calf (heifer, now called Elderberry) into one of the stables, just to further confuse them, and make them think that they are in fact horses, and to keep Elderberry a bit warmer during her first week. We also spent at least two hours teaching Elderberry the art of suckling from her mother, as she couldn’t quite work it out, not helped by the fact that Peewits’ udders are very close to the ground.

Happily, Peewit and Elderberry are now sharing a pen in the cattle shed with “Baby” Belle and her calf, Daffodil, who was born at the beginning of December.

I think that about covers the new arrivals and our January news – we are continuing with our spring cleaning and mending when possible, but the weather is sometimes enough to put off even the hardiest of souls! 

We will have fresh beef available again in the middle of March, as the next cow is destined for a trip to the abattoir in the middle of February, and will then hang for a month. We will also have lamb and kid goat available in March, so if you, or anyone you know, might be interested in any of the above, please be sure to pre-order.

Hoping that you are keeping well, and here’s to February and the onset (hopefully) of Spring.

Until the end of the month (if I’m on time this time)

Catherine.
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