I have decided, after much deliberation, that February is a null and void month. Not purely because it has far too few days to get things done in, but also because it is cold, damp, dark and rather depressing! As such, you may have noticed that I completely failed to send out our monthly update in February – its’ just too short!

Having said that we did have some bright moments, most notably the birth of seventeen piglets – to two sows. Both of our best sows, who go by the name of Gabby and Number 2 (they are sisters) went into labour at the same time on a Tuesday night. Happily Gabby managed to get everything over and done with in the space of a few hours – 8 healthy piglets born between 8.30 and 11.30p.m. Number 2, however, decided to drag it out a little bit – having gone into labour at about 8.30 p.m., by 11 p.m. she had managed to push one out on her own (backwards!), then I assisted her and managed to drag out another one (also backwards!). Following these two we had a bit of a wait, and I managed to pull another one (forwards this time). By 2 a.m., I was unable to find any more (my arms aren’t long enough), so I decided to call a vet out. Said vet managed to find another four live ones, and one and a half that were already deceased. He then could not find any more either, so we left her at about 4.30 a.m.

When she was checked at 7 a.m. it turns out that she actually had another three on board, one of whom was sadly deceased. However, she is now the proud mum of nine healthy little piglets, now six weeks old who have completely outgrown creep area that has their heat lamp suspended above it. Feeding time now normally features a few “flying pigs”, as both mothers are getting a little bit annoyed with their young stealing their food, then still expecting to be fed from the milk bar on a thrice daily basis! One of the funniest things that I have recently seen was Number Two basically throwing one of her piglets clean over her shoulder, as he dared to eat her food! Happily, they are bedded on a deep straw bed, so apart from some bruised pride, said piglet did not suffer at all!

Aside from the piglets, we have not had any additional births / hatchings throughout February, but March however, is another story altogether!

So, we had planned on taking one of our cows to slaughter on the 8th March – she is still here, much to my chagrin. The clue is in the name – she is known as “EVIL” Bella. She is not a nice cow – and she hadn’t had a calf for well over 18 months, so we decided that the time had come to cut our losses, slaughter her, and fulfill all of our beef orders that are rapidly backing up. EVIL Bella had other ideas: On Saturday March 6th she gave birth to a very lovely, very healthy little bull calf, who, since we are in “E” year, is now called (The Duke of) Earl. On the very serious downside, this means that EVIL Bella is now three times as EVIL, as she is protecting her calf. We are currently unable to enter the cattle pen that she is in, unless we are feeling particularly suicidal. Happily, all the cows should be soon heading out to pasture, when the weather actually allows some grass to start growing. Hopefully, this will be soon, as we are rapidly running out of silage. The rest of the cows are all quite enjoying themselves, food on demand (and it really is, they make a hell of a racket when they are hungry!), shelter from the cold and the rain, deep straw to lie down in, what more could they ask for?

Aside from the cattle, the sheep are now all indoors as we are expecting lambs in April. Therefore, the breeding ewes have been brought in, so that we can keep an eye on them in case one happens to be premature. Also, they can dry their fleeces out a bit, so that we can top and tail them prior to lambing. The longwools need their heads and bums shorn so that they can see where they are going, and we can see what is happening behind, i.e. when they have gone into labour. So, sheep happy, cattle happy, goats very happy; Pippin our Billy Goat is now luxuriating in a well-earned rest – he has been very busy from the end of September until the end of February. He is now living with the four girls who are expecting, and quite enjoying being Lord of the Manor, without actually having to do any work! Happily, he has been doing his job with visiting nannies, as five of his offspring are already in the world, albeit with someone else’s nannies! Of our girls, Gert is due imminently, and BenBen, Ginger and Anna are due later in the year.

We have recently decided to seriously update our poultry side of things, and get organized with it, the way we had hoped to last year. This has involved fixing all of the pens that the goats basically walked through last year, repairing and upgrading all the houses etc, so that we can ensure that the various different breeds do not get involved in any hanky-panky and subsequent cross-breeding. So, we now have 8 Buff Orpingtons (2 cockerels, 6 hens), currently living indoors, as they are a soft-feathered breed, and do not like being wet and muddy. Also, we have two separate pens of Blue Marans, a number of Copper Black Marans, Rhode Island Reds, Cuckoo Marans, Light Sussex and Cream Legbars! Several eggs are already in the incubator, so fingers crossed. Our first hatches arrived about a week and a half ago – the first from bought in eggs (Buffs, French Wheaten Marans and Rhode Island Red), plus a number of hybrid chicks from our own eggs. Also, we hatched 38 out of 42 duck eggs that we set in our super-duper new incubator. 24 have already been sold, and the remaining 14 are under a heat lamp in one of our brooders. We currently have our fingers, toes, legs etc. crossed that our fertile goose eggs will hatch when they are supposed to – with 30-odd due over Easter Weekend.

Now that Winter is over (I think) we are back at our friendly markets. All the details of those that we attend are on our website at: www.westkidland.co.uk/events.htm so you can see where we will be and when. The first one that we went to after the winter months was at Morchard Bishop on the 13th, and we had a lovely morning. Hopefully, so did our customers!

So, spring has sprung, new life is appearing on an almost daily basis, and we are looking forward to the next few very hectic months!

Happy Easter.
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Catherine.
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