August Update
August has been a rather hectic and busy month for us here at West Kidland Farm. We have had small armies of volunteers coming and going throughout the month, including many Duke Of Edinburgh Award Scheme youngsters. The farm has never looked so clean and tidy, and we have never managed to accomplish so many jobs in such a short space of time. Our two French volunteers, Elsa and Audrey, who will be familiar to many of you who visit our stand at the markets we attend, have now returned to France to get ready to go back to college. Our dogs are very upset that they don’t have two ready made toy throwers around any more!

Aside from the volunteers, we have of course continued with the day to day business of rearing much livestock! We have been hatching both ducklings and chicks throughout the month, which is slightly odd, as we don’t expect the ducks to continue laying eggs beyond the later stages of July! Many of the youngsters go to new homes at an early age, but we do have a number of chicks / ducklings that stay here until they are all grown up! Hopefully, we have actually hatched sufficient number to replace some of our old girls in Chickenham Palace! (the large shed where the free-range layers live!). 

We will soon be slaughtering some more of the young ducks as they are making a very good weight early on, and the last ones we slaughtered turned out to be very tasty indeed! We will have some fresh duck and quite possible a couple of large chickens (oven ready) available in the next couple of weeks.

We have taken a couple of the pigs to slaughter as we discovered that we had completely run out of sausages and pork! Happily, we are back on track now and have plenty of Old English sausages and a small amount of pork joints in the freezer. We will also soon be slicing some bacon! This will obviously be available at the markets that we attend, or you are more than welcome to give us a call and visit the farm. 

Having been hanging for 30 days in the chiller, the beef also matured, and much of it has already gone to new homes – the feedback has generally been that it was marvelous! We have also made a large number of beefburgers which are absolutely divine, really tasty and one is more than sufficient in a roll to qualify as a meal!

Sadly, Tetanus Tina, our small lamb that should never have really lived beyond about two months of age, finally gave up her daily battle to stay alive, and passed away on the 21st August. Happily, her friends Noddy and Purple Sheep are still with us, even if they are more like extremely irritating woolly dogs that are prone to running straight into humans!


Pig (that is actually her name) has finally produced six fine healthy young piglets. Yet again, we had almost given up hope that she was ever going to farrow, as she is never obviously pregnant, and doesn’t release any milk until about three hours before beginning to give birth! We actually had a due date worked out for her at the end of July, and she farrowed on the 1st September, so clearly Boris was taking his time to impregnate her!

This month we will be at Hartland Farmers Market tomorrow (Sunday 5th), Morchard Bishop Local Producers Market on the 11th and Killerton House Farmers Market on the 18th, so we hope to see some familiar faces at these markets. Alternatively, we always welcome visitors to the farm. Just give us a call and arrange a convenient time to visit.

Here’s hoping that we get the usual nice spell as the kids all go back to school, followed by a nice mellow autumn.

Don’t forget to order your Christmas Turkey, Goose or Duck in plenty of time, as we only keep a small number of each, and can only accommodate a small number of orders. We are happy to deliver meat / Christmas poultry in the North Devon area all year round. Minimum order of £50.00.
Back at the end of this month!

