Hello from West Kidland Farm,

 

This has been an extraordinarily busy month. Normally August would be a quiet one where we can catch up with various repairs etc around the farm. This year, however, the English National Sheepdog Trials and Devon Country Fayre was held at Castle Hill in Filleigh, and we thought that it would be a good idea to attend in the food marquee and try to sell some of our produce.

 

Therefore, we have sent six pigs and six lambs to slaughter, then made a vast amount of bacon and sausages, and butchered and packed the rest of the pork and all of the lamb. Over the three days of the event, we completely sold out of bacon and chipolatas, and sold about three quarters of the sausages that we made specially for the event, and also a good proportion of our lamb, which we have been reliably informed is "excellent value for money".

 

Following the event, we then had the task of deep cleaning our cutting and packing rooms ready for the next time. We continue to make various improvements around the farm, whilst always maintaining an excellent level of care and attention for our animals.

 

We are due our final hatch of chicks at the beginning of next month, and at the moment, all our brooders are full of small fluffy things under heat lamps. We have numerous chicks coming along, and also a number of runner ducklings. The chicks will be off heat and relocated outside over the next month or so, as will the ducklings. Our meat birds are also under the heat lamp at the moment, eating heartily (that's their job!).

 

Next month we will be sending one of our steers to slaughter, so that he can hang in our cold room for our minimum requirement of 28 days prior to butchering for an event we hope to attend in Barnstaple in October (details will follow). If you would like to purchase any fresh beef, please let us know as soon as possible, as we normally find that a good proportion of the beast (about a quarter) is already spoken for before we even get around to butchering.    

 

Aside from all this, we have just about managed to get our grass cut for silage to feed our cattle over the winter.

 

Also, thanks to a brainwave from Nils, we have begun to manufacture animal shaped blackboards - www.westkidland.co.uk/blackboards for your home / office / kitchen noticeboard etc.

 

Hope that you continue to enjoy browsing our website, and we'll let you know what we get up to in September next month.

 

Best regards

 

Catherine Omell
West Kidland Farm - www.westkidland.co.uk
01398 341508
07790 525984

