Hope that you all had a lovely Easter and enjoyed the sunshine during April!

Well, where to start?  April has been hectic to say the least…hence the tardiness of this update – Sorry!

Anyway, during the month the following has been born / hatched (take a deep breath): – 38 lambs, 3 kids, 70 chicks, 51 ducklings, 30 goslings and 1 calf. 

The lambs were expected from the 4th April onwards. Sheep being sheep, however, we had three that decided that they really ought to give birth prematurely. As a result, they gave birth during the final cold snap in March, and therefore we lost a couple, despite our best efforts at warming them up, making them little lamb jumpers etc. Since the 4th April however, all lambs have been born as expected and are thriving. Most of them are now outdoors eating the very small amount of grass that we have, and a few remain indoors as they are being bottle fed as a result of having been born to rather useless mothers! We did have one surprise in the form of triplets that were born on the 17th, as we were expecting twins! All three however, are fine with one on the bottle (Noddy), and the other two feeding naturally from Mum (Big Ears and Mr Plod). Also, towards the latter half of April, Gigantor was born – a lamb that popped out looking about three weeks old! Suffice to say, mummy sheep was completely unable to push the lamb out without assistance!

The goats fared a little better than the sheep – in that they managed their births naturally, with no outside assistance. But, animals being what they are, we had to intervene with one of them. Anna gave birth first to a nice healthy little boy, who is now called Chuck. Following Anna, Gert gave birth to twin boys. She accepted one (Cuthbert), but rejected the other (Connor), just as she did last year – she’s a weird goat. So Connor went to live in a dog crate in the farmhouse and learnt how to be a dog (temporarily). Luckily, BenBen then gave birth, but unfortunately to a stillborn female. As it turned out this was a big stroke of luck. We quickly grabbed Connor from the farmhouse, covered him in the afterbirth from the stillborn kid, and gave him to BenBen. She is now under the impression that actually she only gave birth to one kid, and it is male as opposed to female! So, all goats happy so far – Ginger has yet to produce, but is looking fairly imminent.

All the poultry are doing well – we are hatching lots from our own stock (see numbers above), and we are particularly pleased with our Buff Orpingtons which are giving us a 90% hatch rate at the moment, so clearly Dopey1 and Dopey2 (the two cockerels) are doing what they are meant to do. All the chicks, ducklings and goslings that are not sold at day old are growing at a rate of knots – it always amuses us when people see the size of a 4 week old duckling (they are very large). Our goslings are doing very well, which we are particularly pleased about, as this is the first year that we have successfully hatched our own – we are getting 75% successful hatch. The only problem being that we are going to have to stop selling them as we need some for ourselves for Christmas. As well as the two large incubators we have running, we also currently have seven broody hens sitting on a variety of duck and chicken eggs, all of which are due towards the middle of May, so I’ll let you know later on in the month what happens with them. I might even get around to taking some photos of the babies with Mummy chicken and getting them up on our website – who knows?

The calf that was born in April was something of a surprise, and the cow that gave birth to it now has the name of “Daisy the Tart”. The reason for this is as follows: Firstly, Daisy had her first calf at the age of thirteen months, meaning that she was capable of standing for the bull at the age of 4 months (we really did feel like parents of a teenager that got pregnant when that happened!). Anyway, this is Daisy’s fourth calf, born only ten months after her third calf! So, she was obviously very keen to stand for the bull a mere month after giving birth to her last calf – hence the name; We think that she may have become one of these mothers that is addicted to being pregnant! Her new calf has been called Errol and he is a cracking little bull calf, and is having great fun running about with Earl and Elderberry, sleeping together in the empty feeder in the field and generally winding the adults up (except Charlie Bull, who is chief babysitter and guardian overnight).

That about covers all the new arrivals this last month. We continue to attend the following markets on a monthly basis – Hartland Farmers Market every first Sunday, Morchard Bishop Local Producers Market every second Saturday, Killerton House Farmers Market every third Saturday and the Quantock Poultry Sale every third Sunday. All the above are brilliant mornings out for people of all ages. Please contact me if you need any details as to locations, what goes on etc.

Towards the end of May, we will be sending a number of lambs, and last years kids to slaughter, so that we have some lovely fresh lamb and kid goat available at the beginning of June. Should you be interested in either, let me know pronto as we are already taking orders for both.  Half lambs, butchered, packed and labeled for £50.00.

Hoping that we have a lovely sunny May (preferably with the occasional shower to make the grass grow), followed by a long hot summer (Ha Ha!!).

I will endeavour to actually get next months update out on time – here’s hoping..

Best wishes,

Catherine.

Catherine Omell

West Kidland Farm

07790 525984
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